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Board of Library Commissioners
 98 North Washington Street, Suite 401 • Boston, Massachusetts 02114

  (800) 952-7403 in state • (617) 725-1860 • (617) 725-0140 fax

Date:

August 2011
To:

Directors of Public Libraries

From:

Dianne L. Carty, Head, Data, Technology, Construction and State Aid
FY2012 Municipal Appropriation Requirement (MAR) Waiver packet

Attached are the following FY2012 MAR waiver materials:

· Policy Determining Eligibility for a Waiver of the FY2012 Municipal Appropriation Requirement (MAR)
· Petition for Waiver of the FY2012 Municipal Appropriation Requirement
· FY2011/2012 Disproportionate Cut Worksheet
· Notification of Request for Hearing
FY2012 MAR compliance: To determine if your municipality is in compliance with the FY2012 MAR, complete the MAR Worksheet on page 2 of the FY2012 State Aid to Public Libraries Compliance Form. 

Not meeting FY2012 MAR: If the municipal appropriation to the library does not meet the FY2012 MAR, a waiver of the FY2012 MAR must be applied for and granted or the municipality will not be certified to participate in the FY2012 State Aid to Public Libraries Program.  
The Waiver Application Process: To request a waiver of the FY2012 MAR, in addition to the Compliance Form and Financial Report, complete, obtain appropriate signatures and return:

· Petition for Waiver of the FY2012 Municipal Appropriation Requirement—postmarked by October 14, 2011
· FY11/FY12 Disproportionate Cut Worksheet—postmarked by November 12, 2011
· Two supporting letters/statements as described on the petition—postmarked by November 12, 2011
· Municipal budget documentation for FY 2011 and FY 2012 that shows the appropriation to each municipal department—postmarked by November 12, 2011
Ineligibility: Please remember that non-compliance with the hours open or materials expenditure requirements (below the accommodated and “flexibility” levels) means that the municipality and its library are ineligible for State Aid to Public Libraries and thus are ineligible to apply for a waiver of the MAR.
WAIVER PETITION, STATE AID APPLICATION AND FINANCIAL REPORT MUST BE POSTMARKED BY OCTOBER 14, 2011.  
All other MAR waiver materials must be postmarked by November 12, 2011.
