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Executive Summary
2008 State Aid to Public Libraries Opinion Survey 
In January 2008 a survey was sent to all 370 independent public libraries in Massachusetts.  This survey asked library directors for their opinion of the requirements of the current State Aid to Public Libraries program.  

· Safeguard for the library budget 
MAR # 1 for 66%  

Materials expenditure # 2 for 44%
Hours open # 3 for 63% 
· Budget increases between FY2007 and FY2008

88% responded budgets increased 

12% responded budgets did not increase
· Which requirements helped with increases between FY2007 and FY2008


73% stated MAR had a positive effect

39% stated hours open requirement had a positive impact

75% stated materials expenditure requirement had a positive impact 

· Impact of the State Aid requirements on budgets since FY2004 
80% stated MAR has had a somewhat positive or positive impact
53% stated hours open requirement positive and 43% no impact
76% stated materials expenditure requirement was positive
· What one thing they would like to see changed and how 
25% commented on MAR and MAR waivers
12% commented on the hours open requirement

33% commented on the materials expenditure requirement 

3% said that they wanted no changes in the program

7% said that the entire program needed more flexibility

