
Through www.mass.gov/mblc, any resident with a Massachusetts public or campus library 
card can access full-text magazine and newspaper articles from anywhere Internet access is 

available. MBLC is also your gateway to information about Massachusetts libraries.

Simply logon to www.mass.gov/mblc 

Your Library Card —  
It’s not just for checking out books anymore

Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners
www.mass.gov/mblc

Online resources funded by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts through the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners and the Massachusetts Regional Library Systems.



Business,  Management and 
Investments
Starting your own business? Getting ready to hit the job 
market? Looking at industry trends and company statistics 
for investment purposes? Learn all about your competitors 
and potential employers or develop a list of business pros-
pects with one resource that has it all. Logon to General 
BusinessFile ASAP for business and management articles, 
broker research reports, trade publications, newspaper arti-
cles and company directory listings covering company per-
formance and activity, industry events and trends, standard 
industry and NAICS classifications and much more.

General  Consumer Magazines and 
Reference Books
Read your favorite weekly before it hits the newsstand; check 
out movie and book reviews; find out how to rearrange your 
studio apartment or mansion using feng shui; or tackle a 
home repair project fast. Logon to General Reference Center 
Gold ™  for general consumer and news magazines and core 
business journals and encyclopedias covering current events, 
popular culture, arts and sciences, and much more.

Consumer Health,  Nursing  
and All ied Health and  
Drug Information
High protein or high carb? Generic or name brand? 
Compare diets; find out the side effects of a drug your 
doctor just prescribed; learn about the latest cancer treat-
ments or what’s involved in a surgical procedure your child 
is going to undergo. Logon to Health Reference Center 
Academic for access to information on the range of health-
related topics from fitness, pregnancy, medicine, diseases 
and public health to drug and alcohol abuse, occupational 
health and safety, and prescription drugs.

Professional Collect ion Online
Easy-to-search custom selection of more than 300 full-text 
journals for educators, administrators and librarians.

Biographies
Find astronauts, politicians, mountain climbers, authors, 
singers and movie stars who share your birthday! 
Learn about people throughout history and around the 
world — George W. Bush, Christa McAuliffe, Bradford 
Washburn, Tiger Woods, Leonardo DiCaprio and many 
others. Logon to Biography Resource Center featuring 
The Marquis Who’s Who® for more than 330,000  
narrative biographies and more than one million thumb-
nail biographies on notable individuals from around the 
globe, throughout history and across all disciplines.

Literary Crit ic ism
Uh-oh — those research papers on Stephen King and 
Samuel Beckett are due in a couple of days and the 
library is closed. Logon to Contemporary Literary 
Criticism® – Select for access to an extensive collection of 
full-text critical essays on contemporary writers featuring 
biographical/critical introductions, lists of  
principal works and sources for further study.

Scholarly Journals and more
That multidisciplinary research project got you down? 
Logon to Expanded Academic ASAP ™  to locate authori-
tative information in nearly 2,000 journals, periodicals, 
newspapers, magazines and newswires featuring full-text 
articles on a range of academic disciplines including law, 
history, psychology, humanities, current events, sociology, 
communications, and general and library sciences.

Thomson Gale™ databases available free through MBLC:



MBLC resources provide detai led 
information — the perfect  solution 
for a wide variety of research needs

•  Younger researchers searching 
for biographical information 
for classroom reports

•  High-school students writing 
English papers and learning 
the art of the research process

•  College students looking for 
detailed, academic articles in  
refereed scholarly journals

•  General researchers exploring 
the arts, humanities, science, 
current events or other topics

•  Business entrepreneurs  
requiring up-to-date coverage 
of industries and companies

•  Educators expanding their 
knowledge of adolescent  
psychology and development

•  Retirees exploring investment 
opportunities

Not Just for Adults

InfoTrac® K-12  
(Kids InfoBits ,  Junior  
and Student Edit ions)
Find out how Tiger Woods or Hilary Duff got 
started! Makes using the computer fun while 
learning. All full-text. Specially designed for the 
younger set. Kid-friendly interface, pre-selected 
subject sets, separate files for students in kin-
dergarten through 6th grade and junior-middle 
school, and high school.  Access full-text articles 
from magazines, newspapers, encyclopedias and  
dictionaries covering current events, arts and  
sciences, popular culture, sports, history and  
politics, and more.

Access the MBLC databases
Accessing the MBLC databases is easy. All you need is your 
Massachusetts public or campus library card and access to the 
Internet. Databases are available 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. Whatever your research needs and whenever your avail-
ability, MBLC is there for you. 

 Point your Internet browser to www.mass.gov/mblc 

 Enter your Massachusetts library bar code card number

 

 Click on Go

These databases are licensed for use by the residents of 
Massachusetts through the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners. Access is permitted from K-12 school and 
academic campuses, public and special libraries — from any-
where you have Internet access and your library card.
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Massachusetts Board of  
Library Commissioners  
www.mass.gov/mblc
The official Web site of the Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners ensures that all residents of the 
Commonwealth, regardless of their geographic location, 
socio-economic status, age or cultural background, have 
access to essential new electronic information technolo-
gies and significant electronic databases. MBLC acts as 
a gateway to electronic resources for residents of the 
Commonwealth and as a clearinghouse of information 
about Commonwealth libraries. You’ll also find links 
to the individual sites of the six Massachusetts regional 
library systems as well as links to state, federal and local 
government sites.

Supporting the information 
needs of Commonwealth  
residents — from the library, 
school or at home
MBLC is the place to begin your search through more 
than 50 online Massachusetts library catalogs, covering 
more than 300 public, academic and special libraries. You 
can even reserve books and have them delivered at no 
charge. MBLC offers a directory of Massachusetts special 
collections of manuscripts and archival materials as well as 
linking to the six regional library systems. It also provides 
access to electronic databases from Thomson Gale,™ the 
leading publisher of electronic reference information. By 
going to MBLC, residents can access more than 25 mil-
lion full-text reference materials, magazine and newspaper 
articles from anywhere Internet access is available, simply 
by using their library card.

www.mass.gov/mblc This brochure designed, printed and distributed by

©  2005 Thomson Gale, a part of The Thomson Corporation.  
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Information available at your fingertips —  
whenever you need it


