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Librarian Certification

In order to ensure that communities are served by qualified library personnel, the MBLC grants Professional and Subprofessional Certificates of Librarianship to applicants based on work experience or education level, as set forth in statue (MGL c.78 s.22-31) and regulation (605 CMR 3.01-3.06).

The certificates are required of all Massachusetts public library directors for eligibility in the State Aid to Public Libraries Program.

Basic Library Techniques (BLT)

Upon application, the MBLC issues certificates for the completion of the Basic Library Techniques (BLT). The BLT is a group of four special training courses designed for public library directors who do not have a Master of Library Science degree. The intent of the BLT program is to provide practical training in library administration, reference, cataloging, and materials selection.

The BLT requirement to receive state aid applies only to municipalities with a population under 10,000, and within that group, only to library directors who do not have a Master of Library Science degree.

Sign up for notifications about the BLT class schedule with the Massachusetts Library System (MLS).

Applications

The current fees are $53.00 for a Professional or Subprofessional certificate and $38.00 for a replacement certificate.

Regulations call for certification fee review every three years. Fees are established by vote of the Board of Library Commissioners. At its July 9, 2015 meeting, the board voted to increase the certification fees to $53.00 and the replacement fee to $38.00.

	Professional Certification of Librarianship Application (PDF) - For library directors with an MLS.
	Subprofessional Certificate of Librarianship Application (PDF) - For library directors without an MLS (in municipalities of 10,000 or less).
	Application for Replacement Certificate of Librarianship (PDF) - for replacement of any type of certificate.
	Application for Certificate of Special Training in Basic Library Techniques (PDF)




 
                
            
                        
                            
                            
                            
                            
For More Information


Cate Merlin, Head of State Programs
 617-725-1860 x220
 857-283-5669 (Mobile)
 cate.merlin@mass.gov




Jen Inglis, State Aid Specialist 
 617-725-1860 x227
 857-488-6112 (Mobile)
 jennifer.inglis@mass.gov
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Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners - 90 Canal St. Suite 500 - Boston, MA 02114 Directions

This website, and other programs of the MBLC, is funded in part with funds from the Institute of Museum and Library Services, a federal agency that fosters innovation, leadership, and a lifetime of learning.
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